MINUTES

CITY OF WESTMINSTER

General Purposes
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

Minutes of a meeting of the General Purposes Committee held at 6.00pm on
Wednesday 5th July, 2017, Room 3.4, 3rd Floor, 5 Strand, London, WC2 5HR.

Members Present: Councillors Tim Mitchell (Chairman), Robert Davis, MBE, DL
(Vice-Chairman), Melvyn Caplan and David Boothroyd

1 MEMBERSHIP

1.1  There were no changes to the membership.
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1  There were no Declarations of Interest.

3 MINUTES

3.1 The Chairman, with the consent of the Members present, signed the minutes
of the meeting held on 26 April 2017 as a true and correct record of the
proceedings.

4 UPDATE TO THE COUNCIL'S PETITION SCHEME (SEE REPORT OF THE
HEAD OF COMMITTEE AND GOVERNANCE SERVICES)

4.1 The Head of Committee and Governance Services introduced the report. He
explained that the proposals aimed to streamline the process primarily in
order to streamline the process and provide a quicker response to Petitioners.
Other changes recommended the removal of the requirement for petitions
with over 10,000 signatures to trigger a full Council meeting debate and a
modification to the E-petition process.

4.2  Councillor Boothroyd was not in favour of removing the opportunity to debate
petitions at full Council but was otherwise supportive of the proposals. It was
confirmed that all petitions would receive a response.

4.3  Councillor Melvyn Caplan added that he supported the proposals as any
petition with 10,000 signatures or more would receive serious consideration.



4.4  The Chairman advised that the consideration of petitions at Council meetings
would be reviewed further as part of the review of these being carried out over
the next 12 months.

Resolved:

That the Council be recommended to approve the following changes to the Council’s
Petition Scheme:

1. The removal of the requirement for petitions receiving 10,000 signatures or
over to be debated at meetings of the full Council as reflected in the report.

2. Response times to petitions received with less than 500 signatures be
reduced from three months to twenty-eight days and for those containing over
500 signatures a report will be submitted to the next suitable Cabinet meeting;
and

3. Electronic petitions to be only accepted if they are submitted through the E-
Petition Scheme hosted on the Council’s website.
5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT

The Meeting ended at 6.12 pm
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